Mirrors: Handle with Extreme Care
Tips for the professional on the care and handling of mirrors
The purpose of this publication is to provide the latest available information to glass dealers,
distributors and installers on the procedures recommended by the Mirror Division of the Glass
Association of North America (GANA) for the proper storage, handling, fabrication, shipping,
installation, and cleaning of high quality mirror products.
The Mirror Division of GANA has undertaken this project with the objective of helping preserve
the integrity and prolonging the life of mirrors.
Publication of this booklet, however, does not promise an end to all mirror problems. Edge
deterioration (black edge) has been reduced due to improvements in mirror coatings. Most
occurrences are a result of the use of improper cleaning agents. Research into more durable
backing materials, consumer education, and improved mirror manufacturing processes is ongoing
in a continuing effort to provide a durable, trouble-free, and environmentally safe product.
However, a mirror - because it is a combination of many delicate materials and processes - will
never be indestructible. Proper storage, handling, fabrication and good installation practices go a
long way in reducing potential failures or damage. Educating consumers in the proper care and
cleaning of mirrors requires a continual effort on the part of the entire industry to ensure that the
mirrors will be properly maintained after they have been installed.
This publication contains the best information currently available from material suppliers,
experienced dealer-installers, and major mirror manufacturers on the care and handling of today’s
quality mirrors.

Disclaimer. This document is prepared by the Mirror Division of GANA solely to provide
guidance regarding the proper installation and care of mirrors. It represents the collective
experience of those in the mirror manufacturing industry; however, this document does not
constitute a standard or specification, either mandatory or voluntary, for the installation and care
of mirrors. Conditions and circumstances will vary from installation to installation. It is the
responsibility of the mirror installer to ensure that the installation and care of the mirrors comply
with all relevant rules, laws, regulations, applicable standards, and other requirements. GANA
disclaims any liability for any loss or damage of any kind arising out of the use of this publication,
and all those using it agree, as a condition of use, to release GANA from any and all liability, loss,
or damage of any kind or nature arising out of or relating in any way to its use. Users of this
publication understand that GANA is not responsible for any errors or omissions of any kind
contained in the publication and that GANA does not design, develop, manufacture, install,
guarantee, or make any express or implied representations or warrantees as to fitness,
merchantability, patent infringement, or other matters respecting products, processes, and
equipment referred to in this publication. GANA does not guarantee any results of any kind
relating to the use of this publication.
GANA expressly reserves the right, in its sole discretion, to revise, amend, or otherwise modify
the publication from time to time as it sees fit and to do so without notice to prior recipients of
the publication.

A Mirror – More than Just Glass
A mirror is a delicate and beautiful thing. Even though it is a combination of hard and
durable components, the very nature of this blending creates a number of frailties that can
ultimately lead to problems for both buyer and seller absent proper planning and care in
handling.
Today’s mirrors - made from the highest quality glass produced by the float process - are
better in every way from those made just a decade ago. Surfaces are flatter and there are
fewer surface and internal imperfections. Better edges are possible and closer tolerances
can be maintained. State-of-the-art technology is employed to assure a better sheet of glass
for silvering. Silvering methods have improved to provide maximum depth and reflectivity.
Better copper solutions, the advent of copper replacement technology, and thermosetting
mirror backing paint products, have offered improved protection to the silver layer for longlived performance. A second method is to apply a copper-free protective film, which also
offers environmental advantages. The copper layer has been eliminated and the silver coating
has been stabilized with other chemicals.
But each of the five components which make up the mirror, glass; sensitizing solution;
silver; copper “copper-free” chemicals, copper replacement coatings; and finish coatings,
if improperly handled anywhere along the way from manufacture to final installation can
lead to a failure of the mirror. Opportunities for mishandling are many. Each mirror must be
shipped, stored, removed from storage, cut, perhaps beveled or drilled, finished, packed and
shipped again, installed and cleaned. Because each mirror is indeed more than “just glass,”
an array of proper handling techniques described in this publication should lead to a durable
installation.
Two positive benefits will result from employing these procedures: a handsome, troublefree mirror installation and a satisfied customer.

Receiving, Storage and Transportation
Every time a mirror crate or an open mirror is moved, there is potential for damage. Therefore,
the key to successful handling is to keep these movements to a minimum. Plan your storage
in an efficient manner. Use proper handling techniques and equipment. Ship wisely. Review
the suggestions below and compare them to your present practices.
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The very first - and important - step in maintaining mirror integrity is to check your
shipments on arrival. If there appears to be moisture present, the mirrors should
be unpacked and allowed to dry using a separating technique. Moisture can attack
the backing or stain the face of a mirror over a period of time.
Be sure that your mirror storage areas are in dry, adequately ventilated spaces.
Don’t store mirrors in areas of high humidity, where exposed to chemical fumes, or
near high heat such as steam or water pipes. These conditions can cause deterioration
of the mirror edges, backing, or surface staining.
Mirrors should be unpacked as soon as possible to allow moisture caused by
condensation to dissipate, especially if the mirrors have been subject to temperature
changes during shipment.
Store mirrors vertically, but do not pull mirrors from the ends of the case. Do not
lay mirrors flat. Glass exhibits more strength, fewer strains when stored vertically.
Don’t store mirrors outdoors or in unheated areas. The mirror can be affected not
only by the moisture prevalent under these conditions, but also by excessive expansion
and contraction caused by cyclic temperatures.

z Block mirror cases up off floors and away from walls. This will assist in proper ventilation
of the storage area and prevent any water damage to the bottom of the cases. Also, do
not store crates or mirrors on uneven surfaces. This can lead to stresses and strains on
the glass, which can lead to cracks and breakage.
z Mirrors should not be placed touching cinder block wall or other concrete material.
z Protect cases and mirrors from falling objects. Even a small impact could cause cracks
and ruin a mirror.
z Be certain to rotate your mirror stocks. Consume older stocks first. Many experts
believe that “aging” helps in the curing of the paint backing and thus results in a more
durable installation. This aging process takes about a week and is the result of the
purging of all solvents in the paint coating. Organize storage areas so that faster moving
items are more readily accessible. This will reduce traffic and handling and make damage
less likely.
z Be certain that handling equipment is strong enough to handle the weight of the mirror.
A dropped mirror is usually a ruined mirror.
z Do not ship partially unpacked mirror cases without proper repacking. Movement within
the case can cause damage or breakage.
If mirrors are transported in an open or exposed condition and become spattered or come in
contact with foreign elements such as road salt, they should be washed with warm water and
dried with a soft rag.

Fabrication
It is important to emphasize that care be taken during every step of fabrication to maintain the
integrity of the back and edges of a mirror. Any major damage to these two areas will result in
a useless product. Equally important, however, is cleanliness in the fabrication shop. Dirt, grit,
solvents, and other contaminants can lead to damage not only to the surface but also to
the backing.
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Always use gloves when handling mirrors. This protection works two ways. Hands are
protected from sharp edges, and the edges and backing of the mirror from body salts
and chemicals.
Vacuum or sweep the cutting tables with a stiff brush regularly to keep dust down and
to eliminate glass grit and particles which could scratch mirrors.
Do as much fabrication in the shop as possible. This will reduce the possibility of on-site
damage where conditions are usually less than perfect.
Locate fabrication areas away from parts of the shop where mirrors could be exposed
to solvents, heavy-duty cleaners, etc. which could affect the backing.
Be sure that mirrors - especially backs and edges - are thoroughly washed after
fabrication. Use only clean water for washing. If a glass washing machine is used, a
recommended mild detergent may be used. No commercial glass cleaner can be
recommended. Most contain ammonia or other strong chemicals which can damage
the edge of the mirror.
Depending on the geographical location, the glass shop may apply an approved sealant
to all edges after fabrication and thorough edge cleaning with diluted rubbing alcohol.
This will provide additional protection against moisture or other degrading chemical or
atmospheric penetration of the backing.
When grinding and polishing edges, remember that a wet belt sander is the recommended
tool. If you are using dry belts, a recommended belt lubricant can be used, but some
lubricants contain chloride contaminants. The best recommendation is the use of clean,
fresh water. Also remember to keep the heat generated by sanding or swiping to a
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minimum to prevent damage to the mirror backing. Never allow a belt to “fire”. The
direction of rotation of the sanding belt must be toward the edge (thickness) of the
mirror to prevent pushing contaminants into the paint backing. For example, when the
mirror is positioned horizontally with the paint side down, the belt direction must be “up”
from below the mirror and “down” from above the mirror.
Diamond wheels should always be dressed and maintained in good cutting condition.
Set wheels so as not to grind excessively on the paint side and edge grind in only one
direction. Diamond wheels should also be used with clean water as a lubricant. If
coolant is used, it should be clean, pure and have a pH of close to 7.
Try to retain at least one factory edge when trimming, preferably at the bottom where
mirror is subject to puddling.
Don’t slide mirror lites one over another. Scratching of the surfaces will result.
Be sure mirrors are inspected before and after fabrication and that adequate light is
provided in the inspection areas.
If questions arise concerning approved coolants, cutting oils, sanding belts or cutting
tools, contact the mirror manufacturer or other suppliers for specific instructions.

Installation
The best mirror job is one that is not only striking in appearance, but one that was trouble-free
during installation. Proper techniques, carefully and professionally employed, can virtually
guarantee this kind of result.
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As with fabrication, always use gloves when handling any mirror on the job site to
prevent damage to the face or backing from skin-borne salts or chemicals.
Where possible, lay out a mirror installation in your shop before taking it to the job site.
Any errors in cutting or sizing can be caught and remedied immediately and no excessive
handling will occur.
Never install mirrors on new plaster, new or old masonry or on a freshly painted wall
without proper sealing. Also, do not install in any new construction area where airborne
solvents and heavy-duty cleaners are in the air. This is especially true in the case of
new bathroom construction, where acid fumes from tile grout cleaners can severely
damage mirror products.
In humid climates, wait until the air conditioning is operating before installing mirrors.
In newly constructed buildings that include concrete floors or cinder block walls, do not
install mirror until floor or wall have been covered or sealed.
Never install mirrors outdoors without additional engineered protection for the backing
of the mirror.
Set mirrors off the wall with an air space behind to provide ventilation for the backing
whenever possible.
If mastic must be used, be sure it is approved for mirror use. Mechanical fastening
devices should always be used in conjunction with the mastic. This can help prevent
possible personal injury or damage from the mirror in the event of future failure of the
mastic.
Be certain that the room or space in which the mirror is to be installed is properly
ventilated during and after installation. Good ventilation will keep mirrors from “sweating”
and creating condensing liquids which could be corrosive and damaging to mirrors.
Never permit edges of the mirror to be exposed to “puddling” conditions such as on
back splashes. Instead, raise the mirror up off the bottom with an angle clip which will
not catch and retain water in contact with the mirror.
Be sure that there are adequate tolerances between installed mirrors to avoid later
problems as the building settles.

z

Mirrors should be one of the last items installed in new construction after final cleanup.
To insure the best mirror protection, installation should occur after air temperature
control equipment (air conditioning or heating equipment) has been turned on.
z Consult with mirror manufacturers or other suppliers for recommendations on mastics,
silicones (for trim out), belt lubricants, and other installation materials and tools.
z A light seam of clear (not acid based) silicone could be placed across the face of the
mirror between the glass face surface and splash or J molding. This should be along the
bottom of the mirror only and the other three sides open for ventilation. Care should be
taken to ensure excessive material is not pushed to the paint edge of the mirror when
applied.

Cleaning
The “final touch” on any outstanding mirror installation is proper cleaning. The techniques
described here are good practices for you and should be passed on to your customers so they
can maintain the mirror for the life of the job.
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The safest cleaner for a mirror is clean, warm water used with a soft cloth. An approved
glass cleaner such as Windex or similar products may be used. Be careful not to allow
the edges of the mirror to get or remain wet over a period of time.
Do not use any acid or alkali cleaners for mirror cleanup after installation. They can
attack both the surface and edges as well as the backing of the mirror. And never use
an abrasive cleaner on any mirror surface.
Do not use cleaners with heavy ammonia bases. These too can damage the mirror
edges and backing and result in a ruined mirror.
Never spray any cleaner directly on to a mirror. Instead, apply the cleaner to a
soft cloth and then wipe the mirror. This will also prevent “puddling” at the
mirror edge where the cleaner could attack the backing.
Always use soft, grit-free cloths when cleaning a mirror to reduce chances of scratching
the surface.
Be sure to dry all joints and edges thoroughly to be certain no cleaner comes in contact
with the edge and backing.
Be sure to let your customers know that routine cleaning maintenance can be
accomplished simply and effectively by washing, rinsing and drying the mirror.

Members of the mirror industry also encourage awareness of the industry consensus document
ASTM C 1503 – Standard Specification for Silvered Flat Glass Mirror. The ASTM
International standard addresses the requirements for silvered flat glass mirrors of rectangular
shape supplied as cut sizes, stock sheets or as lehr ends; quality requirements of silvered annealed
monolithic clear and tinted flat glass mirrors up to 6 mm (1/4 in.) thick; and mirrors intended to
be used indoors for mirror glazing, for components of decorative accessories or similar use.
The standard may be purchased by visiting the ASTM International website: www.astm.org.
For additional information on mirrors and the Mirror Division of the Glass Association of North
America, visit the Division website: www.mirrorlink.org and the Association website:
www.glasswebsite.com.
We are hopeful that you have found the suggestions contained in this publication, on the
care and handling of mirror products, informative. If one or more of them are new to you
and can improve your operations, this booklet has served its purpose. If you have been
employing other techniques which you think would benefit other distributors, dealers and
installers, please pass them on to us, and we will consider them for inclusion in future
revisions of this publication.

